Current dental concepts in antibiotic prophylaxis for total joint replacement patients.
The subject of antibiotic prophylaxis has evoked controversy and much debate over the validity of such practice. In July 1997, the American Dental Association and American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons issued an advisory statement concerning the use of antibiotic prophylaxis for patients with total joint replacements. A historical perspective of the subject is presented, with a review of the recommendation for total joint replacement antibiotic prophylaxis, a discussion of the new decision-making responsibility for the dentist, and medicolegal ramifications of this change.